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Commenting vs 
Questioning

Commenting Questioning

Teaching

Promotes enjoyment and 

interest

Develops vocabulary and 

wider understanding of the 

world 

Testing

Prepares children for 

assessments/formal reading 

tests 

Try to strike a balance between the two, but 

commenting is especially useful! This includes 

playing, reading and watching TV.

Younger Children

This is also true when playing with pre-school age 

children e.g. Rather than saying, “What colour is 

the truck?” say, “The big, red truck has crashed!” 

Teenagers

You may be more likely to get a better response to 

a comment than a question!



End of KS1 
(Year 2)

Stage 10/11

"I'm not sure what a quest is, but I 

think I can work it out from the 

blurb."

"I think that would be pronounced 

as 'Ulm'. What do you think?"







"I wonder if..."

"How strange..."
"This reminds me of 

Frozen!"



End of Lower KS2
(Year 4)
Stage 16

Check understanding 

of concept of puppets 

before starting.



"It's not easy to have 

a blank face! Look, I'll 

try."

Repeat using 

appropriate 

intonation before 

discussing 

'resented'. If stuck, 

start with, "Is 

resented a good 

or bad thing?"



Can you show 

me what a 

'forced smile' 

looks like? 

Discuss.

"I'm surprised 

the teacher 

didn't..."



End of KS2 
(Year 6)

Is the speaker in the poem an expert on rooks? 

How can you tell? Do they think the reader is? 

Link to opening line.

"I've never heard cawing described as 

'kind' before. Does it change how you feel 

about the rooks?" Discuss.

True or false?

Unpick what an assembly 

of rooks would look like 

before discussing 'grave' or 

other concepts.



Commenting vs 
Questioning



Reading Stage 
Expectations 

B=beginning (Autumn Term)

W= working towards (Spring Term)

S= secure (end of year)

S+=Greater Depth



Resources and 
Support

Thank you for listening! Please help yourself to 

any resources/information.

I am available to speak with during tea and 

coffee if you would like to discuss reading 

further.

btasker@emmausmac.com
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